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EIOGEAPHICAL SKETCH OF COLONEL THOMAS 
HAETLEY, OF THE PENNSYLYANIA LIKE. 

BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

Thomas Hartley, a son of George Hartley, and a well-to- 
do farmer, was born September 7, 1746, in Colebrookdale 
Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. After receiving a 
good classical education at Reading, at the age of eighteen 
years he began to read law in the office of Samuel Johnson, 
at York, a prominent lawyer and a relative of his mother. 
He was admitted to practise in the courts of York County 
July 25, 1769, and in the courts of Philadelphia in August 
following. He rose rapidly in his profession and was enjoy- 
ing a lucrative practice when the war for independence 
opened. Hi 1774 he was elected a vice-president of the Com- 
mittee of Observation for York County, and again in N"ovem- 
ber of 1775. He represented York County as a deputy in 
the Provincial Conference held at Philadelphia July 15, 1774, 
and in the Provincial Convention, January 23, 1775. Li 
December of 1774 he was chosen first lieutenant of Cap- 
tain James Smith's company of Associators, and a year later 
lieutenant-colonel of the First Battalion of York County. 
The Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania recommended to 
Congress a number of persons for field-officers in the battal- 
ions to be raised in that State, and he was elected January 10, 
1776, lieutenant-colonel of the Sixth Battalion, commanded 
by Colonel "William Irvine, and served vnth. distinction in 
the Canada campaign. In December of 1776 Congress 
authorized General Washington to raise sixteen battalions 
of infantry additional to those in service, and the command 
of one of these was given to Colonel Hartley. In the cam- 
paign for the defence of Philadelphia Hartley's regiment 
bore a conspicuous part. At the battles of Brandywine and 
Germantown it was attached to the First Philadelphia 
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Brigade, General Wayne's division, Colonel Hartley com- 
manding tlie brigade, and was also at Paoli. 

To repel the inroad of the Tories and Indians from 'New 
York and for the protection of the frontiers, Colonel Hartley 
and his regiment in July of 1778 were ordered to Snnbury. 
So effectively did he perform this duty that the Supreme Ex- 
ecutive Council of Pennsylvania, December 10, 1778, passed 
a unanimous vote of thanks : '' For the brave and prudent 
course in covering the North "Western frontiers of this State 
and repelling the savages and other enemies ; and that he 
be requested to inform the officers and men who have been 
under his command, that the Council is highly sensible of 
the difficulties and hardships of the duty which they have 
performed, and the zeal which they have shown during the 
last campaign/' 

On December 16, 1778, Congress resolved that Colonel 
Hartley's regiment, with a number of independent compa- 
nies, be consolidated into one regiment and added to the 
Pennsylvania Line, to be known as the New Eleventh, the 
old Eleventh having been incorporated with the Tenth Penn- 
sylvania Line. Colonel Hartley was assigned to the com- 
mand of the new regiment, but resigned February 13, 1779, 
having been elected a member of the Assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania in October, 1778. In accepting his resignation Con- 
gress, deeming his reasons satisfactory, bore testimony of 
their " high sense of Colonel Hartley's merits and services." 
When General Sullivan was organizing at Easton the expe- 
dition against the Indians in New York, his advice was 
sought, and he suggested to Greneral Hand the names of offi- 
cers and men who were good woodmen and had a knowl- 
edge of the Indian country. 

Colonel Hartley was elected in 1783 a member of the 
Council of Censors of Pennsylvania, and in 1787 a delegate 
to the Pennsylvania Convention to ratify the Federal Con- 
stitution. He was elected a member of Congress in 1788, 
and continued in that position for twelve years. His per- 
sonal regard for Washington while in the military service 
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was continued during his political life, and we find his name 
frequently mentioned as attending the social and official func- 
tions of President and Mrs. Washington. "When the Presi- 
dent reached York, July 2, 1791, on his return from his south- 
ern tour, Colonel Hartley met him, escorted him through 
the town, and afterwards entertained him at tea at his own 
house. Colonel Hartley was the first lawyer from Pennsyl- 
vania to be admitted a counsellor in the Supreme Court of 
the United States, and took the oath February 5, 1791, in 
IsTew York, where the first sessions of the Court were held. 
He was one of the original members of the Society of the 
Cincinnati and a trustee of Dickinson College. Governor 
Thomas McKean, April 28, 1800, commissioned him major- 
general of the Eifth Division, State Militia. 

His brilliant life as a soldier, lawyer, and statesman was 
now drawing to a close. After a long and tedious illness, he 
died at his home in York December 21, 1800, and his re- 
mains were interred in the burial-ground of St. John's 
Episcopal Church, with impressive ceremonies. His friend 
and pastor, Eev. John Campbell, D.D., in the course of his 
tribute of respect to his memory said in part : 

'^ If I could blow the trump of fame over you ever so loud 
and long, what would you be the better for all this noise ? 
Let not your integrity, patriotism, fortitude, hospitality, and 
patronage be forgotten. Another (who need not be named) 
hath borne away the palm of glory, splendid mth the 
never-dying honor of rearing the stupendous fabric of 
American freedom and empire. Departed friend! you 
hear me not, the grave is deep and silent. Iii this work 
of blessings to future ages you bore, though a subordinate, 
yet an honorable part. Soldiers of liberty I come, drop a 
tear over your companion in arms. Lovers of justice ! come, 
drop a tear over her able advocate, — and of science, come, 
drop a tear over its warmest patron. Children of mis- 
fortune ! come, drop a tear over your benefactor and pro- 
tector. Brethren of this earthly lodge! rejoice that our 
brother is removed to the temple of the Supreme. Min- 
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isters of religion ! come, drop a tear to tlie memory of a 
man who was ever the friend of trnth and virtue. And 
thou, my soul ! come not into the assembly of those who 
would draw his reposed spirit from the bosom of the Father 
who is in heaven !" 

Colonel Hartley was married to Catherine, daughter of 
Bernhard Holtzinger, and had issue, Charles William Hart- 
ley, for some time prothonotary of York County, and 
Eleanor, who married Dr. James Hall, who became physi- 
cian to the Lazaretto, at Philadelphia, and to whose de- 
scendant, Dr. Charles Hall, of Macon, Georgia, we are in- 
debted for the copy of the miniature of Colonel Hartley 
which accompanies this sketch. 

Colonel Hartley was a voluminous and entertaining corre- 
spondent, and there are upwards of two hundred of his 
letters in the Manuscript Collection of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania. 



